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Synopsis
Editor Michael Nelson, a well-known, well-respected presidency scholar, offers contextual
head-notes introducing each essay. Essays cover approaches to studying the presidency, elements

of presidential power, presidential selection, presidents and politics, and presidents and

government.
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Customer Reviews

Michael Nelson is the Fulmer Professor of Political Science at Rhodes College and a Senior Fellow
of the Miller Center of Public Affairs at the University of Virginia. His recent books include: The
American Presidency: Origins and Development, 1776-2011, 6th Ed., The Presidency and the
Political System, 9th Ed., and The Evolving Presidency: Landmark Documents, 1787-2010, 4th Ed,
and Debating Reform: Conflicting Perspectives on How to Fix the American Political System, 2nd
Ed. More than fifty of his articles have been reprinted in anthologies of political science, history,
music, and English composition, including articles on subjects as varied as baseball, C. S. Lewis,

and Frank Sinatra.

A must have resource for classes on American government institutions, Congress & the President,

or related courses.- M.S. in political science

Textbook missing pages 369 to 416! Unacceptable for an expensive text book!



great book

| had to read this book for a political course at Johns Hopkins University. The book includes a series
of carefully analyzed historical references which aid in the understanding of the executive branch as
it evolved over the course of American history. The substantive growth in the executive is explained
to be a either a direct cause of electorate discontent with a sporadic legislative branch as well as
growing factors by previous presidents to expand power based on the ambiguity in Article Il of the
Constitution.There’s more to it as well, of course, although | would not want to give everything away.
This is a wonderful book for anyone trying to understand the power of the executive/President,

especially how that power has changed and evolved over time.
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